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Applicants direct the Examiner's attention to the folloV^^ ^ 
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international patent application publication no. WO 
01/35302 Al, published May 17, 2001 (Exhibit 1); and 

international patent application publication no. WO 
01/44969 A2, published June 21, 2001 (Exhibit 2). 

of the references are attached hereto as Exhibits 1-2, 
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A first Office Action has not been received in connection with 
the subject application. Accordingly, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
§1.97 (b)(3), applicants believe that the present Information 
Disclosure Statement is timely filed and no fee or certification 

is due or required. 

However, in the event that a first Office Action has been mailed 
but has not yet been received by applicants or connected with the 
application file in the undersigned attorney ' s of f ice , applicants 
hereby request, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (c) (2) , consideration 
of this information Disclosure Statement, and authorization xs 
hereby given to charge to Deposit Account No. 03-3125 ONE HUNDRED 
AND EIGHTY DOLLARS ($180.00), which is the amount of the fee 
under 37 C.F.R. §1.17 (p) for filing an Information Disclosure 
Statement pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(c) (2). 



If a telephone conference would be of assistance in advancing the 
prosecution of the subject application, applicants' undersigned 

attorney invites 
provided below. 



the Examiner to telephone him at the number 
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Mo fee is believed to be due in connection with the filing o 
this Information Disclosure Statement. However, if any fee i 
required, authorization is hereby given to charge the amount o 
any such fee to Deposit Account No. 03-3125. 



Respectfully submitted, 



I hereby certify that this correspondence 
is being deposited this date with the U.S. 
Postal Service with sufficient postage as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed 
to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 2 0231. 
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